[Can 'the unlike' and 'the rejected' become 'the regained'? From persecution to tolerance and perhaps acceptance--a discourse devoted to homosexual men].
The author, a sexologist engaged since many years in research on various aspects of homosexuality, presents a discourse on the fate of homosexually-oriented men throughout the centuries from antiquity till modern times. The presentation of various social approaches to homosexual men reveals a wide spectrum of attitudes, from persecution and execution on one side to growing tolerance and perhaps acceptance on the other. This article also includes an analysis of the definition of homosexuality taking into account positive and pejorative connotations which reflect changing social attitudes. The question in the title addresses various models of 'The Unlike' and 'The Rejected', often 'The Alien', who may perhaps become 'The Regained' in the 21st century.